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before.    Saran is the premier opium District in Bengal, and the outturn in the same year was 282 tons.
Cultivation has long ago reached its utmost limit, and there is no room for expansion. Little advantage is taken of Government loans; the only considerable advances made were in the famine year 1897, when 2-31 lakhs was lent under the Agriculturists' Loans Act.
The cattle are generally poor; the best come from north Muzaffarpur and Darbhanga and from the United Provinces. Pasturage is insufficient, and in the cold season large herds are grazed in Champaran. The Hathwa Raj has recently established a cattle-breeding farm at Srrpur. Most of the horses and ponies come from Ballia and elsewhere in the United Provinces, but a few are bred in Saran. The most important fair in Bengal is held at SONPUR, where large numbers of elephants, ponies, and cattle are sold.
Of the cultivated area, 15 per cent, is irrigated, and of every 100 acres irrigated 72 are watered from wells, 18 from tanks and reservoirs, 3 from private channels, and the remainder from other sources. The number of wells is 30,000, of which 27,000 are of masonry. The only Government irrigation works are the Saran Canals, which derive their water-supply from the Gandak. In addition to the main canal with a length of 6J miles and a branch of 12^ miles, certain natural channels are used to convey the water. There is no weir across the river ; and, owing to the uncertainty of the water-supply and other causes, the scheme has been a failure, and the canals were closed in 1898. They have, however, occasionally been reopened in especially dry years. In 1902, for instance, 3,000 acres were irrigated during the rabi season free of charge.
The only minerals are salt (in very small quantities), saltpetre, Glauber's salt, potter's clay, and nodular limestone (kankar).
A little coarse cloth is woven, but the industry is declining. Cloth is printed with Mirzapur stamps, or stamped with gold- and silver-leaf ornamentation, Siwan brassware has more than a local reputation, which is well deserved, as the materials are good and the workmanship excellent. A little black and red and glazed pottery is also made at Siwan. Saltpetre was an important item in the exports from India until the end of the French Wars, and considerable quantities still find their way to Europe. The crude saltpetre is extracted from saliferous earth by a rough process of lixiviation; this is refined by boiling and is then ready for the market. In 1903-4, 10,533 tons of saltpetre were produced, of which 2,582 tons were refined and 7,846 tons crude saltpetre, and 105 tons were sulphate of soda. The industry is in the hands of the Nunia caste. In 1903, 27 indigo factories were at work in the District. The industry is declining rapidly owing to the